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SUBJECT: CALL BY POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS DELEGATION 
ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARMITAGE 

1 . A DELEGATION FROM POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS (PAC), 

HEADED BY PAC PRESIDENT MAZEWSKI, CALLED ON DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARMITAGE ON FEBRUARY 1 1 TO DISCUSS 
THE INTERNAL SITUATION IN POLAND IN LIGHT OF PROPOSED 
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES. MAZEWSKI HAD EARLIER SENT A 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT FORD WHICH ASSERTS THAT POLAND IS 
HEADED FOR AN OPEN CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE REGIME 
AND THE POLISH PEOPLE. MAZEWSKI'S LETTER ENDORSES 
THE VIEWS OF THE 59 INTELLECTUALS SET FORTH IN THE 
PETITION TO THE SEJM AND CALLS UPON THE USG TO REVIEW 
ITS POLICIES TOWARDS POLAND. COPIES OF MAZEWSKI'S 
LETTER. OUR DRAFT RESPONSE SENT TO THE WHITE HOUSE ON 
FEBRUARY 14, AND A MORE EXTENSIVE POSITION PAPER LEFT 
BEHIND BY THE DELEGATION HAVE BEEN POUCHED TO THE EMBASSY. 
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2. ARMITAGE STRESSED THAT THE DEPARTMENT WAS FOLLOWING 
DEVELOPMENTS IN POLAND CLOSELY. WE SHARED THE 
POLISH- AMERICAN COMMUNITY'S CONCERN ABOUT SOME OF THE 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION. WE UNDERSTOOD, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE POLISH LEADERSHIP HAD SUBSTANTIALLY 

MODIFIED A NUMBER OF ITS ORIGINAL PROPOSALS IN RESPONSE 
TO REPORTED CRITICISM FROM INTELLECTUALS AND THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH. WE WERE ENCOURAGED BY THESE DEVELOP- 
MENTS WHICH, WE THOUGHT, DEMONSTRATED A CERTAIN 
RESPONSIVENESS ON THE PART OF THE LEADERSHIP TO THE 
DEMANDS OF THE POPULACE. 

3. PAC VICE-PRESIDENT KAZIMIERZ LUKOMSKI, WHO DRAFTED 
MAZEWSKI'S LETTER, SAID THAT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
APPEARED TO BE THE FIRST STEP IN A CAMPAIGN WHICH 
EVENTUALLY WOULD RESULT IN POLAND S INCORPORATION 
INTO THE SOVIET UNION. ARMITAGE INDICATED THAT WE 
VIEWED THE SITUATION DIFFERENTLY. HE POINTED OUT 
THAT THE POLES ARE PROCEEDING CAUTIOUSLY, ATTEMPTING 
INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE TO ALLAY SOVIET FEARS THAT POLAND 
MAY BE GOING TOO FAR AND TOO FAST IN ITS DEALINGS 
WITH THE WEST WHILE AT THE SAME TIME MOVING FORWARD 
TO MEET THE LEADERSHIP S LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS, WHICH NECESSITATE MASSIVE INPUTS OF FOREIGN 
TECHNOLOGY, CAPITAL GOODS AND CREDITS. THIS BALANCING 
ACT SEEMS TO HAVE WORKED THUS FAR. APPARENTLY THE 
POLES EVEN WON GRUDGING ACCEPTANCE FROM THE SOVIETS 
FOR THEIR POLICIES, AS EVIDENCED BY BREZHNEV'S WARM 
WORDS OF SUPPORT FOR FIRST SECRETARY GIEREK AT THE 
RECENT POLISH PARTY CONGRESS. WE CONSIDER THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS TO BE IN OUR INTEREST AS WELL AS THAT 

OF THE POLISH PEOPLE. WE WOULD.HOWEVER.CONTINUE 
TO KEEP A CLOSE WATCH ON THE INTERNAL SCENE AS WE 
HAVE BEEN DOING, PARTICULARLY DURING THIS PERIOD OF 
CON STITION AL REVIEW. 

4. ARMITAGE THEN BRIEFED THE DELEGATION ON ON-GOING 
AND PLANNED INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION PROJECTS BETWEEN 
THE U.S. AND POLAND. 
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5. MAZEWSKI SEEMED REASSURED BY THIS PRESENTATION, 
NOTING THAT HE HAD NOT ACTUALLY EXPECTED THE USG TO 
TAKE THE ACTIONS RECOMMENDED IN HIS LETTER TO THE 
PRESIDENT. NONETHELESS, HE WANTED THE POLISH 
GOVERNMENT TO UNDERSTAND THE PACS DEEP CONCERN 
ABOUT THE PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION, AND 
HE HOPED THAT HIS LETTER, WHICH APPEARED IN THE 
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POLISH- AMERICAN PRESS AND WOULD BE READ BY THE POLISH 
EMBASSY. WOULD UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE WHICH THE PAC 
ATTACHED TO THIS MATTER. HE ACKNOWLEDGE; THE CLOSE 
WORKING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CONGRESS AND THE 
DEPARTMENT, A VIEW SECONDED BY THE OTHER PAC REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. ARMITAGE SAID IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR THE 

POLISH GOVERNMENT TO KNOW CLEARLY THE CONCERNS AND VIEWS 
OF THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN THE U.S. INGERSOLL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, FOREIGN RELATIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE040304 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: TEDEAL/RN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760064-0224 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760233/aaaabcrb.tel 

Line Count: 124 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAY 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <02 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CALL BY POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS DELEGATION ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARMITAGE 
TAGS: PFOR, PL, US, POLISH AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
To: WARSAW 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



